JOHN    EVELYN
This letter is the only existing fragment of corres-
pondence between them. But the Diary is filled with
references which show that Evelyn had constant
intercourse both public and private with the great
architect. When Wren was only a scholar at Oxford?
Evelyn refers to him as "the miracle of a youth/' and
"a prodigious young scholar.9* He stood as god-
father to Wren's son and was constantly in touch
with him in connection with the rebuilding of
London, the foundation of Greenwich Hospital, and
many other projects and activities. When Wren was
at work on St. Paul's and the fifty other city churches,
Evelyn in his enthusiasm writes "a wonderful genius
had this incomparable person/3 Wren survived
Evelyn by many years? dying in 1723 at the age of
ninety-one,
It was over his history of the Dutch war that
Evelyn first became acquainted with Sir Thomas
Clifford, and much correspondence on this subject
passed between them, Clifford held several posts in
the household of Charles 11, and was made a peer
and Lord Treasurer in 1672. Being a Catholic he
refused to conform to the Test Act, and was obliged to
resign* Evelyn's very high regard for this statesman is
expressed in the Diary more than in the corres-
pondence. In one passage he refers to Clifford as
"ever my noble friend, a valiant and daring person,
but by no means fit for a supple and flattering
courtier/* He strongly criticises Clifford's action in
shutting up the Exchequer and robbing the banks.
But when he was deposed from the office of Lord
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